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So much sanctity was attached by the Prophet to chastity that
he used to take an undertaking from the women embracing Islam
in the following words which are preserved in the Qur'an:

Neither commit adultery nor
kill the children nor produce
any lie that they have devised
between their hands and

feet114

Once the Prophet enquired from his companions whether they
would guarantee him the safeguard of two things so that he could
guarantee them paradise in the Hereafter. Explaining further he said
that the two objects requiring strict continence comprise of the
private parts and the tongue.

We shall study in detail the concept of chastity in Islam while
dealing, in the foregoing pages, the penal laws of Islam with special
reference to fornication. It may not be out of place to mention,
however, in this connection, that it is the unique feature of Islamic
legal system, which not only includes fornication, per se, in the arena
of'hudood' but also includes in this category, the false accusation
of adultery v/z., Kadhf. Verse 24:4 of the Qur'an running as
hereunder deals with this situation:

And. those who accuse
honourable women but bring
not four witnesses, scourge
them (with) 80 stripes and
never (afterwards) accept their
testimony,115

which has for its background the false accusation of the Prophet's
wife Ayesha (Incident of Ifk) in the fourth year of Hijra.
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